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How I Became a 
New Mother  
in My 50’s

By Laurie Snyman

To think about bringing another 
son or daughter into our family 
was never considered. My only 
daughter has been married for 
several years.  We certainly had 
no clue about it when we invited 
a young man home for Thanksgiving dinner.  He was very thin and appeared like 
he could use a good home-cooked meal!

Carlot was in his 30’s, from Haiti and studying music at Michigan State  
University.  Although he had suffered an accident in childhood and only had one 
arm, he was a professional trumpeter, playing concerts all over the US.  We 
thoroughly enjoyed his visit to our home and I asked him to accompany me to 
some churches on weekends to play music where I was speaking.  His music 
was inspiring and appreciated by all who heard him, and I was touched by his 
childhood story.  It was of incredible hardship, the murder of his mother and 
the abandonment of his father, but his resilience and faith in God brought him 
through.  God had performed miracles in his young life, and Carlot has donated 
much of his time to help handicapped children learn music.

Carlot miraculously came to this country only one week before the great Haitian 
earthquake that took down the buildings of his school AND the students in those 
buildings.  As he shared his story, my heart was full of love for him.  His story was 
so fascinating and such a picture of God’s love that I wrote a book about him, 
From Trauma to Triumph, The Carlot Dorve Story, available on Amazon.

We helped him get his driver’s license and made sure he had a car.  He started 
to call me “mother friend”, as the word ‘mother’ was reserved for our daughter. 
But, when they were together at a family dinner one night and each kept calling 

Continued on page 5

89.7 Grand Rapids 
90.7 Harrison 
90.9 Escanaba 
91.3 Ironwood 
93.9 Mio 
91.3 Decatur 

91.9 Cadillac 
97.9 Newberry 
102.7 Alpena 
104.7 Lansing 
1540 Okemos 
92.3 Charlotte 

Ministry News 

Founders’ Faith 
Jay Gallimore 

If You Love Liberty – Thank the 
Protestants Not Popes or Atheists! 
If you listen to the chatter, you could get 
the impression that popes and atheists 

invented American liberty. [1,2]  But with all due respect to them, they 
did not. Noah Webster, America’s schoolmaster, gives us great 
insight as to why and how the founding fathers were so successful.  

“Almost all the civil liberty now enjoyed in the world owes its origins to 
the Christian religion. Men began to understand their natural rights as 
soon as the reformation from popery began to dawn… the religion 
that has introduced liberty is the religion of Christ and his apostles… 
which acknowledges in every person, a brother or a sister and a 
citizen with equal rights. This is genuine Christianity, and to this we 
owe our free constitutions of government.” [3] 

TV 23 Cadillac 
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From the President...
The Holy Spirit is our BEST Fundraiser!

Over the years, we have been told countless   
stories of how the Holy Spirit has woken people 
in the early morning hours and impressed them 
to contribute to Strong Tower Radio.  We know it 
is only through the blessing of the Lord that this     
ministry continues to broadcast the 3 Angels’  
Messages to Michigan and beyond.

We air the straight truth which you won’t hear 
on many other Christian stations.  We are blessed 
to be protected by the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights.  While we have the privilege to speak freely, 
the enemy tries in a multitude of ways to shut us 
down from equipment failures to financial lows, 

where funding seems to dry up.  Our transmitter for WAVC, Mio, is failing, but 
praise the Lord our new transmitter has arrived.  We should be able to install it 
soon.  A major transmitter component at WUPJ, in Escanaba, has failed which 
costs $5,000 to replace!

We have seen it time and time again, when donations have fallen off, the Lord 
has opened a new opportunity to us.  This appears to be the case once again.  
I cannot go into a lot of details, but it appears the Lord may be opening an        
opportunity for us to enter a large metro area in lower Michigan.  While a new 
station is always  exciting, keeping stations in good repair and on the air is the 
challenge we  
continually face.  Stations are broadcasting truth 24/7 and need real dollars to 
stay on the air!

Covenant Partners are the life blood for this ministry and if you’re a  
Covenant Partner, thank you for supporting us.  If not, please ask the Holy Spirit 
what He would have you do.  Does your church support Strong Tower Radio in 
their monthly budget?  If not, I would encourage them to give, especially if there 
are new members who have come into your church from Strong Tower Radio.  
This is God’s work, partner with us as we continue to share the 3 Angels’ Mes-
sages to Michigan and beyond.                                                                        

  By David Bolduc

The Resurrection Program Success
Strong Tower Radio produced many 
programs featuring Christ’s last days 
on Earth this year.  The total hours 
aired exceeded 40.  It was a team 
effort to God’s glory.
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In 2013 at camp meeting, George Corliss 
switched on 93.9 Mio.  After listening to the Mio 
Station, Carol Cowell walked into the Houghton 
Lake Seventh-day Adventist Church!  I invited 
her to camp meeting 2015, and she decided to 
be baptized that summer.

Carol couldn’t keep Strong Tower Radio to herself!  She invited her friends and 
family to listen to Strong Tower Radio, and every year she invited them to come 
to camp meeting.

Last summer Carol’s mother, Elaine Hunter, came to camp meeting for the 
first time.  There Elaine heard the testimony of Bill Omell, one of Carol’s friends, 
who had already decided to be baptized because of Strong Tower Radio.  Elaine 
studied the Bible with Jane Gibbs, and Pastor Roldan baptized Elaine on March 
2, 2019 at the Detroit Oakwood Church.  Welcome to the STR family!

By Diane Kobor

STR Changed Lives
Mio Station Reaches Detroit!

STR Pastor’s Perspective
Strong Tower Radio reminds me of a huge net 

which connects us to each other, even if STR is not 
yet available where we live.  Carol heard STR in Mio, 
and this led her to join our church.  She shared STR 
with her friend Bill, who also decided to get baptized. 
Bill is a close friend of Carol’s mom, Elaine.  When 
Elaine saw Carol and Bill getting baptized, she        

responded very enthusiastically to Carol’s appeal to get baptized too!
Thus, one Sabbath in 2016, at the Detroit Oakwood Church, Elaine  

approached me, and her first words were “Pastor, when can I get baptized?”  
But this journey did not begin on that day, it began on the day STR went live in 
Mio, and its influence reached all the way down to Detroit!  Blessings.

By Pastor Ariel Roldan

Family Focused
Christian motherhood and fatherhood 

are under attack.  STR will honor mother-
hood in May and fatherhood in June this 
year. Listen on STR!
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Give All to the Master
I was recently re-reading the story where Jesus, His disciples and His mother 

attended a wedding feast in Cana of Galilee.  I noticed some very interesting  
details!  It appears that Mary was already at the wedding feast when Jesus and 
His disciples accepted the invitation.  When Mary saw there was a lack of wine, 
she immediately brought it to Jesus’ attention.  He gently reminded her that 
His time had not yet come for His life mission to be completely revealed.  She 
accepted that but also hoped He would leave a hint as to what His mission would 

be, so she told the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” John 2:5 NKJV.  
Jesus told the servants to fill the pots with water.  Verse 7 says, “... they filled 
them to the brim”.

Notice, Mary didn’t leave anything lacking when she gave the directions to the 
servants and the servants didn’t leave anything lacking since they filled the pots 
up to the brim.  Jesus saw the servants’ obedience and His mother’s faith along 
with the need of those at the feast, so He blessed them and asked the servants 
to do one more thing, draw from the pots and take it to the master of the feast.

Again, in perfect obedience, the servants drew from the pots and gave the 
drink to the master, who immediately stopped everything to determine the reason 
why the excellent new wine had just been brought out instead of bringing it out 
at the beginning of the feast.  I’m sure the servants were soon the focus of every 
conversation at the feast asking how the water had been turned into wine.

If God can turn the tables and use humble servants to tell of His goodness, 
when only minutes before they were humbly doing their best to fill water pots, 
what does He want to do with us, if we will only allow Him?  Do big things for 
God; give Him your will and see where He opens new doors for you!

By David Bolduc
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50-Year-Old Mother — continued from page 1

me, I felt I heard God speak to me.  “You 
have listened to people in your counseling 
practice bemoan they never felt they 
belonged in their family, because they were 
adopted, or a step child, or a half-brother/ 
sister, or from their parent’s first family and 
not the newer family after a remarriage.”  
I told my husband that I might tell Carlot if 
he wanted to call me ‘mother’, I would be 
comfortable with that.  My husband was not. 
He said, ”Are you trying to replace Carlot’s 
mother?  He loved her, and you can’t be her 
substitute.”  But my mind was made up.  
I said to Carlot, “I would never try to replace 
your mother, but if you wish, you may call me 
‘mother’.  He answered immediately, “Yes 
mother, I would love to call you Mother!”

My husband is much more cautious, and he thought it would be crazy at our 
age to adopt a young man into our family.  Unbeknownst to me, the Lord was 
working on my husband.  Several weeks later, at a Men of Faith Conference, the 
speaker recommended men take on the responsibility of mentoring young men 
for God, saying, “If God is calling you to do that, answer His call.”  My husband 
only told me about this recently and said, “I knew right away, that God was telling 
me we needed to have Carlot in our family.”

Carlot was in England filming a commercial for the Paralympics.  I received 
his long-distance call on his birthday.  “Mother,” he said, “I heard from Pastor       
Snyman today.”  I said with surprise, “Oh, really, what did he call you about?” 
Carlot continued, “He called and said, ‘Happy birthday, Son.’”  I took a breath 
in shock and I choked back tears.  I asked quietly, “What did you say back?”  

Carlot said, “I said, ‘Thanks, Dad.’”  That is 
how Carlot became a part of our family.  And 
what a joy he has been to our lives these last 
5 years.  We have grown to love him as our 
own and wonder how we did without him all 
these years!!  Motherhood is so sweet for me.

Illustration to the left- A new map of the
conservative broadcast coverage map of 
Strong Tower Radio.  Help us grow!
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From the President… 
Webster's Dictionary says emancipation means 
to free from restraint, control, or the power of 
another, especially to free from bondage. 
Sin holds us in bondage, especially guilt from 
memories of things we have done in our past 
that we wish could be erased. We cannot run 
away from them, and the enemy of souls has a 
way of bringing to our minds those events, 

again and again. The world tries to drown those memories 
with a vast array of distractions, but in the end, the guilt is a 
heavy burden to bear. 
But there is hope in Christ!  Not too many days ago, one of my 
boys cut his finger.  It wasn't bad but it needed to be taken 
care of. We washed and dried it, put healing ointment on, and 
bandaged it. Now the finger is healed, right?  NO!  It must 
begin the healing process and it will take time. What if the 
bandage comes off and he starts to pick at the wound? Then 
we must go through the cleaning and healing process again. 
When Jesus died on the cross, His blood didn't spill on the 
ground just because of gravity. It had a purpose. He was 
willing to let it spill. His blood symbolized the healing He 
wanted to give all of us.  When we accept His sacrifice, as 
mentioned in John 3:16, we allow Him to start the healing 
process. He washes our sins away with His blood. He 
cleanses us from sin and the healing process begins 
immediately. But, just like our human nature is inclined, we 
pick at the wound or even worse, we dive back into the thing 
that caused the guilt in the first place. Does He turn us away 
at that point?  Never! 
Like the song says, “There IS Power in the Blood.” When 
tempted to sin, turn back to the Lord and plead for His 
emancipation from the bondage of sin!  

David Bolduc 
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Covenant Partners - ‘The Reward’ 
1) Knowing you are supporting the broadcast in your area, across the
state of Michigan and beyond
2) The blessing of hearing the STR programing locally yourself and while
traveling across half of Michigan
3) Knowing you are cooperating and coordinating with the Holy Spirit
4) The satisfaction of supporting the spread of the gospel
For every $10 investment made, you give us the ability to reach 100 
people with the “Everlasting Gospel” for an entire year!   Currently, 
about five million people reside within our broadcast footprint. Your gift 
ensures 24 hours a day, 7 days a week airing throughout the year! 
There is no better financial investment you can make at this time in 
earth’s history.  

How to Make Your Investment… 
You can choose to become a monthly “Covenant Partner” or make a 
“One-Time” contribution by a check or money order and mail it to STR, 
PO Box 567, Cadillac, MI 49601. 
If you wish to make a credit card charge or bank account withdrawal and 
keep that information confidential, post it on our secure website,  
www.StrongTowerRadio.org, or call Sandy at 231-468-2087. 
- - - - - - - - - - -Cut here and mail to Strong Tower Radio- - - - - - - - - - - 

Investor’s Information… 
We choose to become a “Covenant Partner” making a weekly or monthly 
investment in Strong Tower Radio of $___________________. 

or 
We choose to make a one-time investment of $____________. 

Personal Information…
Name: 
Address: 
City/ST/Zip: 
Phone: e-mail:

Listeners’ Letters (e-mails & calls)
“Thank you for all you did when I got baptized and for the 

wonderful radio!  I use it every day.  Here are the stamps Sandy 
wanted for her birthday.”  (Listener got a radio because his pastor 
wrote an article how STR listening led to his baptism.  Our Sandy 
asked that her birthday gifts be given to the station in money and 
postage stamps.)                                                        Bill in Grayling

“Please pray for my grandson, his mother, father 
and me… Thank you in advance.”

Posted on StrongTowerRadio.org
                                                         Ruth in Oslo, Norway

“Heard your offer for the books The Desire of Ages and The 
Great Controversy during the ‘8-days That Changed the World’ 
program. I am a new member and my church suggested I get 
these books.”

                                                              Listener in the Gladwin area

Camp Meeting Circuit

Don’t Forget Strong Tower Radio Giving
Remember Strong Tower Radio in 

your regular giving.  The Covenant   
Partner program has a recurring feature 
that let’s you give automatically and 
never forget!

Just like the circuit-riding preachers, 
Strong Tower Radio, will be visiting
several camp meetings in our listening 
area.  Strong Tower Radio will have a 
booth again at the Cedar Lake Michigan 
Camp Meeting.  We will also conduct
volunteer training workshops such as  

‘Audio Screening’, ‘How to Record Sermons for Broadcast’, and ‘How to Edit for 
Radio’.  There will be more, so stay tuned.

We are working with the Lake Region Conference to have a presence again 
this year.  Finally, Strong Tower Radio has a presence at the Camp Sagola Camp 
Meeting each year.  Something to look forward to!



7

 2 

From the President… 
Webster's Dictionary says emancipation means 
to free from restraint, control, or the power of 
another, especially to free from bondage. 
Sin holds us in bondage, especially guilt from 
memories of things we have done in our past 
that we wish could be erased. We cannot run 
away from them, and the enemy of souls has a 
way of bringing to our minds those events, 

again and again. The world tries to drown those memories 
with a vast array of distractions, but in the end, the guilt is a 
heavy burden to bear. 
But there is hope in Christ!  Not too many days ago, one of my 
boys cut his finger.  It wasn't bad but it needed to be taken 
care of. We washed and dried it, put healing ointment on, and 
bandaged it. Now the finger is healed, right?  NO!  It must 
begin the healing process and it will take time. What if the 
bandage comes off and he starts to pick at the wound? Then 
we must go through the cleaning and healing process again. 
When Jesus died on the cross, His blood didn't spill on the 
ground just because of gravity. It had a purpose. He was 
willing to let it spill. His blood symbolized the healing He 
wanted to give all of us.  When we accept His sacrifice, as 
mentioned in John 3:16, we allow Him to start the healing 
process. He washes our sins away with His blood. He 
cleanses us from sin and the healing process begins 
immediately. But, just like our human nature is inclined, we 
pick at the wound or even worse, we dive back into the thing 
that caused the guilt in the first place. Does He turn us away 
at that point?  Never! 
Like the song says, “There IS Power in the Blood.” When 
tempted to sin, turn back to the Lord and plead for His 
emancipation from the bondage of sin!  

David Bolduc 

 7 

Covenant Partners - ‘The Reward’ 
1) Knowing you are supporting the broadcast in your area, across the
state of Michigan and beyond
2) The blessing of hearing the STR programing locally yourself and while
traveling across half of Michigan
3) Knowing you are cooperating and coordinating with the Holy Spirit
4) The satisfaction of supporting the spread of the gospel
For every $10 investment made, you give us the ability to reach 100 
people with the “Everlasting Gospel” for an entire year!   Currently, 
about five million people reside within our broadcast footprint. Your gift 
ensures 24 hours a day, 7 days a week airing throughout the year! 
There is no better financial investment you can make at this time in 
earth’s history.  

How to Make Your Investment… 
You can choose to become a monthly “Covenant Partner” or make a 
“One-Time” contribution by a check or money order and mail it to STR, 
PO Box 567, Cadillac, MI 49601. 
If you wish to make a credit card charge or bank account withdrawal and 
keep that information confidential, post it on our secure website,  
www.StrongTowerRadio.org, or call Sandy at 231-468-2087. 
- - - - - - - - - - -Cut here and mail to Strong Tower Radio- - - - - - - - - - - 

Investor’s Information… 
We choose to become a “Covenant Partner” making a weekly or monthly 
investment in Strong Tower Radio of $___________________. 

or 
We choose to make a one-time investment of $____________. 

Personal Information…
Name: 
Address: 
City/ST/Zip: 
Phone: e-mail:



Covenant Partners
Strong Tower Radio Covenant Partner, Bernard Boyk, testifies “Strong Tower 

Radio is such a blessing to me, it’s the only station I listen to.  I send letters to my 
family and friends to encourage them to listen to Strong Tower Radio also.”

‘The Why’

1) Knowing you are supporting the broadcast in your area and across the 
state of Michigan and beyond

2) The blessing of hearing the STR programing locally yourself and while 
traveling across half of Michigan

3) Knowing you are cooperating and coordinating with the Holy Spirit

4) The satisfaction of supporting the spread of the gospel

For every $10 investment made, you give us the ability to reach 100 people 
with the “Everlasting Gospel” for an entire year!   Currently, about five million 
people reside within our broadcast footprint.  Your gift ensures - 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week airing throughout the year! There is no better financial 
investment you can make at this time in earth’s history. 

How to Make Your Investment Donations…

By credit card charge or bank account withdrawal go to our secure website,  
www.StrongTowerRadio.org, or call Sandy at 231-468-2087.

Donations by a check or money order and mail it to STR, PO Box 567, 
Cadillac, MI 49601 with the following information ...

- - - - - - - - - - -Cut here and mail to Strong Tower Radio- - - - - - - - - - -

  I am making a one-time investment of $____________.

  Check here for recurring donations.  I will make a Covenant Partner gift   
          of $____________ weekly/monthly. 

Thanks for your prayers & continued financial support, we appreciate it!
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Ministry News 

Emancipation Proclamation! 
-The Story Behind

January 1 is the one day in the year when we can 
leave the old year behind and move on with a 
clean slate.  On January 1, 1863, Abraham 
Lincoln issued an executive order to free slaves in 
areas held by the Confederacy.  Many things 
happened in the previous year that led up to this 
point.  One thing that weighed heavily on his mind 
was the death of his beloved son Willie.   

Both Tad and Willie were very precocious, getting into everything. 
They enjoyed terrorizing the staff and even had a pet goat pull them 
in a wagon around the White House.  The water source for the 
White House was the polluted Potomac River; it affected everyone 
that drew water from it.  Both boys contracted typhoid fever.  Tad 
had a mild case, but Willie's case was severe.  Willie died on Feb. 
20, 1862.  The President and Mary Lincoln were deeply impacted by 
Willie's death, Mary more so, but the President often shut himself in
a private room and mourned his beloved son.

Lincoln had long hated slavery ever since the first time he and his 
friend Allen Gentry made a trip down the Mississippi hauling a load 
of produce to New Orleans.  They sold their load and then explored
the city.  That’s when Lincoln saw first-hand the horrible slave 
markets and it left a marked impression on him for the rest of his life. 

On September 22, 1862, five days after the battle of Antietam,
Lincoln said, “I made a solemn vow before God, that if General Lee 
were driven back from Pennsylvania, I would crown the result with 
the declaration of freedom for the slaves.”                     (Continued on page 6) 
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Ministry News 

Emancipation Proclamation! 
-The Story Behind

January 1 is the one day in the year when we can 
leave the old year behind and move on with a 
clean slate.  On January 1, 1863, Abraham 
Lincoln issued an executive order to free slaves in 
areas held by the Confederacy.  Many things 
happened in the previous year that led up to this 
point.  One thing that weighed heavily on his mind 
was the death of his beloved son Willie.   

Both Tad and Willie were very precocious, getting into everything. 
They enjoyed terrorizing the staff and even had a pet goat pull them 
in a wagon around the White House.  The water source for the 
White House was the polluted Potomac River; it affected everyone 
that drew water from it.  Both boys contracted typhoid fever.  Tad 
had a mild case, but Willie's case was severe.  Willie died on Feb. 
20, 1862.  The President and Mary Lincoln were deeply impacted by 
Willie's death, Mary more so, but the President often shut himself in
a private room and mourned his beloved son.

Lincoln had long hated slavery ever since the first time he and his 
friend Allen Gentry made a trip down the Mississippi hauling a load 
of produce to New Orleans.  They sold their load and then explored
the city.  That’s when Lincoln saw first-hand the horrible slave 
markets and it left a marked impression on him for the rest of his life. 

On September 22, 1862, five days after the battle of Antietam,
Lincoln said, “I made a solemn vow before God, that if General Lee 
were driven back from Pennsylvania, I would crown the result with 
the declaration of freedom for the slaves.”                     (Continued on page 6) 
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